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SIZE  AND  WEIGHT  LAW  ~-   EFFECTIVE  JANUARY   1,    1968  iilliliiiiiiliiilli 

3  0864  1006  3905  6 

32=1122.   (1751.1)   Regulation  of  size  and  weight  of  vehicles  on  public  highways.   It 
^1^ shall  be  unlawful  and  constitute  a  misdemeanor  for  any  person  to  drive  or  move,  or  for  the 
owner  to  cause  or  knowingly  permit  to  be  driven  or  moved j  on  any  public  highway  any  vehicle 
or  vehicles  of  a  size  or  weight  exceeding  the  limitations  stated  in  this  act,  or  any  vehicle 
or  vehicles  which  are  not  so  constructed  or  equipped  as  required  in  this  act  or  the  rules 
and  regulations  of  the  state  highway  commissions  and  the  maximum  size  and  weight  of  vehicles 
herein  specified  shall  be  lawful  throughout  this  state,  and  local  authorities  shall  have  no 
power  or  authority  to  alter  said  limitations  or  substitute  any  other  limitations  or  require- 
ments except  as  express  authority  may  be  granted  in  this  act, 

32-1123.   Standards  of  maximum  dimensions,,  weights.,  etc.   The  following  standards  are 
hereby  made  applicable  to  and  shall  govern  the  maximum  dimensions  and  weights  of  motor 
vehicles s  and  other  characteristics  and  factors  thereof,  operating  over  the  highways  of  and 
in  the  state  of  Montana,  to  the  exclusion  of  any  other  standards  or  any  other  requirements 
respecting  the  subject  matter-; 

(1)  Definitions .   For  the  purpose  of  this  act,,  the  following  definitions  shall  apply: 

(a)  Vehicle  -  as  defined  in  section  32-2102.,  R.CM.  1947.  _. 

(b)  Motor  Vehicle  ~  as  defined  in  section  32-2102,  R.C.M.  1947. 

(c)  Truck-Tractor  -  as  defined  in  section  32-2103,  R.C.M.  1947. 

(d)  Truck  -  as  defined  in  section  32-2104,  R.C.M.  1947. 

(e)  Trailer  -  as  defined  in  section  32-2105,  R.C.M.  1947. 

(f)  Semitrailer  -  as  defined  in  section  32-2105.,  R.C.M.  1947. 

(g)  Dolly  or  converter  gear  -  a  device  consisting  of  one  (1)  or  two  (2)  axles 
with  a  fifth  wheel  and  trailer  tongue  used  to  support  the  forward  end  of  a  semitrailer, 
thereby  converting  a  semitrailer  into  a  full  trailer  as  defined  in  section  32-2105, 
R.C.M.  1947. 

(2)  Width  -  No  vehicle,  unladen  or  with  load,  shall  have  a  total  outside  width  in 

f      excess  of  ninety-six  (96)  inches.,  except  buses  which  may  have  a  total  outside  width  not  to 
exceed  one  hundred  two  (102)  inches,  and  such  bus  width  shall  be  allowed  only  on  paved  high- 
ways twenty  (20)  feet  or  more  in  width;  provided.,  however j  that  this  restriction  does  not 
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-  2  - 
apply  to  implements  of  husbandry  moved  or  propelled  upon  the  highway  during  daylight  hours 
for  a  distance  of  not  more  than  fifty  (50)  miles,  if  the  movement  is  incidental  to  the  farm- 
^■^  ing  operations  of  the  owner  of  the  implement  of  husbandry;  provided,  further,  that  with 
respect  to  such  implements  of  husbandry  having  a  width  in  excess  of  twelve  (12)  feet,  it 
shall  be  preceded  and  followed  by  flagmen  escorts  for  the  purpose  of  warning  other  highway 
users, 

(3)  Height  -  No  vehicle,  unladen  or  with  load,  shall  exceed  a  height  of  thirteen  (13) 
feet,  six  (6)  inches. 

(4)  Length  -  (a)  No  single  truck,  unladen  or  with  load,  shall  have  an  overall  length, 
inclusive  of  front  and  rear  bumpers,  in  excess  of  thirty-five  (35)  feet. 

(b)  No  single  bus,  unladen  or  with  load,  shall  have  an  overall  length,  inclusive  of 
front  and  rear  bumpers,  in  excess  of  forty  (40)  feet. 

(c)  No  combination  of  truck  and  trailer,  tractor  and  semitrailer,  tractor-semitrailer- 
full  trailer,  or  tractor-semitrailer-semitrailer  converted  to  a  full  trailer  by  use  of  a 

.      dolly  equipped  with  a  fifth  wheel,  shall  have  an  overall  length,  inclusive  of  front  and  rear 
bumpers,  in  excess  of  sixty  (60)  feet,  provided  that  when  the  combination  consists  of  more 
than  two  (2)  units  the  rear  units  of  such  combination  shall  be  equipped  with  breakaway  brakes. 

(d)  No  motor  vehicle  shall  tow  more  than  one  (1)  motor  vehicle  and  no  motor  vehicle 
shall  draw  more  than  two  (2)  motor  vehicles  attached  thereto  by  the  dual  saddlemount  method, 
that  is  by  mounting  the  front  wheels  of  one  (1)  vehicle  on  the  bed  of  another  leaving  the 
rear  wheels  only  of  such  vehicle  in  contact  with  the  roadway,  nor  shall  such  combination 
have  an  overall  length,  inclusive  of  front  and  rear  bumpers,  in  excess  of  sixty  (60)  feet. 

(e)  No  passenger  vehicle  or  truck  of  less  than  two  thousand  (2,000)  pounds  "manufact- 
urers' rated  capacity"  shall  tow  more  than  one  (1)  trailer  or  semitrailer,  nor  shall  such 
combination  have  an  overall  length,  inclusive  of  front  and  rear  bumpers,  in  excess  of  sixty 
(60)  feet. 

(5)  Permissible  Loads  -  (a)  No  axle  shall  carry  a  load  in  excess  of  eighteen  thousand 
^  (18,000)  pounds.  An  axle  load  shall  be  defined  as  the  total  load  transmitted  to  the  road  by 

all  wheels  whose  centers  may  be  included  between  two  (2)  parallel  transverse  vertical  planes 
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forty  (40)  inches  apart,  extending  across  the  full  width  of  the  vehicle. 

(b)  (i)   The  gross  weight  of  any  group  of  axles  of  any  vehicle  or  combination  of 

w 

vehicles,  when  the  distance  between  the  first  and  last  axles  of  any  group  of  axles  is  eigh- 
teen (18)  feet  or  less,  and  the  gross  weight  of  any  vehicle  when  the  distance  between  the 
first  and  last  axles  of  all  the  axles  of  the  vehicle  is  eighteen  (18)  feet  or  less,  shall 
not  exceed  that  set  forth  in  the  following  table  of  weights: 

Distance  in  feet  between  the  first 

and  last  axles  of  any  group  of 

axles  of  any  vehicle  or  combination  Maximum  gross  weight,  in  pounds, 

of  vehicles,  or  between  the  first  of  any  group  of  axles  of  any 

and  last  axles  of  all  of  the  axles  vehicle  or  combination  of  vehicles, 

of  any  vehicle. or  of  any  vehicle. 

4  .™. -.„„..„„_.„.... _„„>_. __._-._„_____.-__   32,000 

5  .>-__«_„_„«„_„-__-.»._-„.__._„„,-._-„_„=   32,000 
5   .__.„.„_„.„„„„...___„.___._„„„„______.-   32,200 

7  .„.___„„-.___-,_„-..____-._..___.„.-„_,_   32,900 

8  „„„__.»__-„-„---.__»__.__-,-_-._-,-,_-.__-   33,600 

9  ._„_...„.,,.,......._ ____...__„......   34,300 

10  _..._.---- _._-_- „__.„_.____  35,000 

11  _____.____„._.___-_.__..._„..„____„.__  35,700 

12  ..---„  —  .._.-.  —  ...  —  —  -_--  —  --_----—  36,400 

13  _.._..__.__-..__.__.__„_____.»_-__--_--  37,100 

14  „_____-.-_____.________-_«_-»-.__--.-.  43,200 

15  „.._„„_.«_...,„„.._  =  __.«.__.---_...„»»_  44,000 
15  ..___.„..__-»...„.____.».-„-__„__--,  =  ».  44,800 
17  „_„_.„_.__.„__.>_.__.____.--._-_  —  .  45,600 
13  .__„___._.__..„„_________.__._„_„_.___.  46,400 

(ii)   The  gross  weight  of  any  vehicle  or  combination  of  vehicles,  where  the  distance 

between  the  first  and  last  axles  of  the  vehicle  or  combination  of  vehicles  is  more  than 

eighteen   (18)  feet,  shall  not  exceed  that  set  forth  in  the  following  table  of  weights: 

Distance  in  feet  between  the  first  Maximum  gross  weight,  in  pounds, 
and  last  axles  of  all  the  axles  of  of  any  vehicle  or  combination  of 
a  vehicle  or  combination  of  vehicles.       vehicles  . 

19  ._„„..„»„_._._._„_.. ___._.___-_  47,200 

20  ..-_--_»--__-.-.-_-------_ „-.,__  48,000 

21  .»_..„„„^. .-„„„_=___. .____-„„___-_«_  48,800 

22  >-_--„»„-«_-.-„--.-.-.„-._-.»„»_-.--„-„-,  49,600 

23  _.-„„„-„«„  =  „^. _--.._,.-_. -»_-»„„-____  50,400 

24  -_-.„-.-„. .„._._._..»...__.  51,200 

25  „_.>_„„„..„„»-___.-.„„.-,_„-„-....--,...=  _  55,250 

26  __„___.____._______„„.__„„„„_„„„„...  56,100 

27  .-„.„.._»..-...._...  —  .  —  .._„-.-._-.  56,950 

28  --.--._--....-»--...-.- .._.__.___  57,800 

29  .„..„„..„._.._..- ___.._......  58,650 
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30 —  _„---_—  59,500 

31  ----------------------------  60,350 

32  -  —  =.-.»».-.-  —  —  -.-.  —  --.-.  61,200 

33  ».»----.----.-.»-_-.---.------  62,050 

34  --------.-----.----. ----»----.  62,900 

35  — -  — ..„...-_  —  _.-.„„  63,750 

35  -.--..-.-»--.--.„-.--.-----.--  64,600 

37  --  —  -—,---  —  ---  —  -.  —  -.--—  65,450 

38  ------- 66,300 

39  »»-.»--.,.-_-.-„..--------.--.  68,000 

40  -_-..--»--.-..--..---..---.--.  70,000 

41  _-_--_„_.-.„--„--._„„„.-_-,»--  72,000 

42  ..-.--,-»...,-»----..»-»----»-.---  73,280 

43  «-...,.»»»----.--.--------.-«----  73,,280 

44  ..„_--.„.-„...._.„---__,.,--.».-»  73^280 

45  _---„_._..-_-„...„„.„„„_-..„„=  73,280 
45  _..-„„_„-«„.„_--„..-_»_.._-.«>  73,280 

47  --_...--_-.  —  _-___--_-  —  --—  73,280 

48  _-_-_-_.-__---.-.------------  73,280 

49  _„,..__-„..--...,-„-„--  —  „_  73,280 

50  -..-..-..--.--___--.-.»--...»-»-»  73,280 

51  „.„^__-„. „_„._..--. -._._„_„.-„  73,280 

52  .„.-».--..,---.---.------.-.»»»«  73,600 

53  -__„.,„__„-...„-....„_-  —  .  74,400 

54  „..,„_„.,--_.,__-.._--_.--__--.„  75,200 

55  -.-___..._.......„__-.-„-...„„.  76,000 

55  ...--.„.-.-._..---_.„->.-----  76,400 

57  -__--__„._.__„__--_-.-_.-.-->-  76,800 

(c)   The  state  highway  commission  may,  based  on  evaluation  of  safety,  highway  capacity, 
and  economics  of  highway  maintenance  and  vehicle  operations  authorize  by  special  permit  at 
a  fee  of  ten  dollars  ($10),  specifying  highway  routings,  the  operation  of  vehicles  having 
two  (2)  but  not  more  than  nine  (9)  axles  for  which  the  maximum  single  axle  load  shall  be 
twenty  thousand  (20,000)  pounds  and  all  axles  forty  (40)  inches  or  less  apart  shall  be  con- 
sidered a  single  axle,  and  for  which  no  two  (2)  consecutive  axles  more  than  forty  (40) 
inches  or  less  than  ninety-six  (96)  Inches  apart  shall  carry  a  load  in  excess  of  thirty-four 
thousand  (34,000)  pounds o   The  maximum  gross  weight  allowed  on  any  vehicle  or  combination 
so  authorized  shall  be  determined  by  the  formula  W  equals  500  (LN/N  minus  1  plus  12N  plus 
36)  in  which  W  equals  gross  weight,  L  equals  wheel  base  in  feet  and  N  equals  number  of 
axles,  provided  that  the  maximum  allowable  gross  weight  on  any  group  of  axles  shall  not 
exceed  the  following  values; 

2  axles ■- --»_™--.-.~--  40,000  pounds 

3  axles  ---------------.--------  60,000  pounds 

4  axles  »---.-----.--------------  80,000  pounds 

5  axles  -.------------.---.-------.  85,500  pounds 

6  axles ■ ■ 90,000  pounds 
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7  axles   --.-----.------- ,__»___   105,500  pounds 

8  axles   --».--.-.-_----.--- -.--■~-,-~~   105,500  pounds 

9  axles   ™~~~--.-~~---^--~----.---.   105,500  pounds 

This  subdivision  shall  have  no  application  to  highways  which  are  a  part  of  the  Nat- 
ional System  of  Interstate  and  Defense  Highways  (as  referred  to  in  section  127  of  title  23, 
United  States  Codes)  when  such  application  would  prevent  this  state  from  receiving  any 
federal  funds  for  highway  purposes. 

(d)  The  distance  between  axles  shall  be  measured  to  the  nearest  foot.   When  a  frac- 
tional measurement  is  exactly  one-half  (1/2)  footj  the  next  larger  whole  number  shall  be 
used. 

(e)  The  maximum  axle  and  axle  group  loads  stated  in  paragraphs  (a),  (b)  (i)  and  (b) 
(ii)  of  clause  (5)  above  are  subject  to  reasonable  reduction  in  the  discretion  of  the  state 
highway  commission  during  periods  when  road  subgrades  have  been  weakened  by  water  satura- 
tion or  other  causes, 

(f)  The  operation  of  vehicles  or  combinations  of  vehicles  having  dimensions  or  weights 
^B'  in  excess  of  the  maximum  limits  herein  recommended  shall  be  permitted  only  if  and  when 

authorized  by  special  permit  issued  by  the  state  highway  commission  or  its  officers,  super- 
visors or  agents  acting  pursuant  to  duly  delegated  authority  from  said  commission,  including 
the  Montana  highway  patrol . 

(g)  Nothing  contained  in  this  section  shall  be  deemed  to  authorize,  without  a  permit 

issued  as  provided  by  laWj  the  operation  of  any  combination  of  vehicles  having  any  gross 

weighty  axle  load  or  size  in  excess  of  that  authorized  in  this  section,  or  the  operation 

of  any  combination  of  vehicles  on  the  National  System  of  Interstate  and  Defense  Highways 

having  any  gross  weight  or  size  in  excess  of  that  permitted  by  operation  of  law  in  this 

state  prior  to  July  1,  1956  3  or  by  federal  law  or  regulation  in  excess  thereof,  which  may 

be  hereafter  adopted.   If  federal  law  allows  establishment  of  size  and  weight  limits  in 

excess  of  those  permitted  in  this  section,  without  penalty  or  denial  of  federal  funds  for 

highway  purposes,  the  state  highway  commission  may,  by  permit  designating  highway  routing, 

authorize  the  movement  on  highways  under  its  jurisdiction  of  vehicles  or  combinations  of 

vehicles  of  a  size  or  weight  in  excess  of  the  limits  provided  for  in  this  section,  but 
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within  the  limits  necessary  to  qualify  for  federal  aid  highway  funds, 

32-1124.  Violation  of  act  a  misdemeanor.   It  shall  be  unlawful  and  constitute  a 
misdemeanor  for  any  person,  firm  or  corporation  to  violate  any  of  the  provisions  of  section 
32-1123. 

32-1125.   Penalties .  Any  persoUj  firm  or  corporation  shall  be  punished  by  a  fine  of 
not  less  than  fifteen  dollars  ($15.00)  nor  more  than  fifty  dollars  ($50.00),  excepting  as 
provided  below,  or  by  imprisonment  in  the  county  or  municipal  jail  for  not  less  than  five 
(5)  days  nor  more  than  twenty-five  (25)  days.  Any  person,  firm  or  corporation  convicted 
of  the  offense  of  operating  a  motor  vehicle  upon  the  public  highways  of  this  state  with 
weight  upon  any  wheel,  axle  or  group  of  axles  or  upon  more  than  one  thereof  greater  than 
the  maximum  permitted  by  section  32-1123,  and  acts  amendatory  thereto,  shall  be  fined  in 
addition  to  and  not  in  substitution  for  any  and  all  penalties  now  provided  by  law  for  such 
offense,  the  following  amounts; 

Fifteen  dollars  ($15.00)  for  any  excess  weight  up  to  and  including  two  thousand  (2,000) 
;    pounds . 

Twenty-five  dollars  ($25.00)  for  any  excess  weight  more  than  two  thousand  (2,000) 
pounds  and  less  than  four  thousand  and  one  (4,001)  pounds. 

Thirty-five  dollars  ($35.00)  for  any  excess  weight  more  than  four  thousand  (4,000) 
pounds  and  less  than  six  thousand  and  one  (6,001)  pounds. 

Fifty  dollars  ($50.00)  for  any  excess  weight  more  than  six  thousand  (6,000)  pounds 
and  less  than  eight  thousand  and -one  (8,001)  pounds. 

Eighty  dollars  ($80.00)  for  any  excess  weight  more  than  eight  thousand  (8,000)  pounds 
and  less  than  ten  thousand  and  one  (10,001)  pounds. 

One  hundred  ten  dollars  ($110.00)  for  any  excess  weight  more  than  ten  thousand  (10,000) 
pounds  and  less  than  twelve  thousand  and  one  (12,001)  pounds. 

One  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  ($150.00)  for  any  excess  weight  more  than  twelve  thousand 

(12,000)  pounds  and  less  than  fourteen  thousand  and  one  (14,001)  pounds. 

H^      Two  hundred  dollars  ($200.00)  for  any  excess  weight  more  than  fourteen  thousand  (14,000) 

pounds  and  less  than  sixteen  thousand  and  one  (16,001)  pounds. 
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Two  hundred  fifty  dollars  ($250,00)  for  any  excess  weight  more  than  sixteen  thousand 
(16,000)  pounds  and  less  than  eighteen  thousand  and  one  (18,001)  pounds. 

Three  hundred  dollars  ($300.00)  for  any  excess  weight  more  than  eighteen  thousand 
(ISjOOO)  pounds  and  less  than  twenty  thousand  and  one  (20j,001)  pounds. 

Five  hundred  dollars  ($500.00)  for  any  excess  weight  more  than  twenty  thousand  (20,000) 
pounds  and  less  than  twenty-five  thousand  and  one  (25  .,001)  pounds. 

One  thousand  dollars  ($1,000.00)  for  any  excess  weight  more  than  twenty-five  thousand 
(25,000)  pounds. 

All  complaints  filed  and  all  summonses  or  notices  to  appear,  issued  pertaining  to  viola- 
tions of  the  gross  weight  regulations  of  this  act,  shall  specify  the  amount  of  the  overweights 
which  the  defendant  is  alleged  to  have  had  upon  the  vehicle  or  combination  of  vehicles. 

All  fines  and  forfeitures  shall  be  remitted  monthly  by  the  county  treasurer  to  the 
state  treasurer  for  deposit  in  the  state  general  fund. 

32-1126.   (1751.5)   Officers  may  weigh  vehicles  and  require  removal  of  excessive  loads  - 
/   badges  and  uniforms  of  highway  employees.  Any  peace  officer,  officer  of  the  Montana  highway 
patrol,  or  employees  of  the  state  highway  commission  having  reason  to  believe  that  the 
weight  of  a  vehicle  and  load  is  unlawful  are  authorized  and  empowered  to  weigh  the  same, 
either  by  means  of  portable  or  stationary  scales,  and  may  require  that  such  vehicle  be  driven 
to  the  nearest  scales  in  the  event  such  scales  are  within  two  (2)  miles.   The  peace  officer, 
officer  of  the  Montana  highway  patrol,  or  employees  of  the  state  highway  commission  may  then 
require  the  driver  to  unload  immediately  such  portion  of  the  load  as  may  be  necessary  to 
decrease  the  weight  of  such  vehicle  to  conform  to  the  maximum  allowable  weights  specified 
in  section  32-1123. 

All  commodities  and  material  so  unloaded  as  required  by  this  section  shall  be  cared  for 
and  removed  from  the  highway  right  of  way  by  the  owner  or  operator  of  such  vehicle  at  the 
risk  of  such  owner  or  operator.   Such  removal  shall  be  within  such  reasonable  time  as  may  be 
designated  by  the  peace  officer,  officer  of  the  highway  patrol,  or  employees  of  the  Montana 
1^,.  state  highway  commission  who  has  compelled  such  unloading. 
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Employees  of  the  state  highway  commission  engaged  in  the  enforcement  of  this  act  shall 
wear  and  prominently  display  an  identification  badge  or  device  with  the  employee's  name  and 
^*"^  title  shown  thereon.   The  state  highway  commission  may  in  its  discretion  authorize  uniform 
dress  for  state  highway  commission  employees  engaged  in  the  enforcement  of  this  act. 

32-1127,   (1751.6)   Permits  for  excess  size  and  weight.   The  state  highway  commission, 
and  local  authorities  in  their  respective  jurisdiction,  may^  in  their  discretionj  upon  appli- 
cation in  writing  and  good  cause  being  shown  therefor s  issue  a  special  permit  in  writing, 
authorizing  the  applicant  to  operate  or  move  a  vehicle  of  a  size  or  weight  exceeding  the 
maximum  specified  in  this  act  upon  any  highway  under  the  jurisdiction  of  and  for  the  mainten- 
ance of  which  the  body  granting  the  permit  is  responsible;  provided j  however j  that  only  the 
state  highway  commission  shall  have  the  discretion  to  issue  permits  for  movement  of  vehicles 
carrying  built-up  or  reducible  loads  in  excess  of  nine  (9)  feet  in  width  or  exceeding  the 
length,  height,  or  weight  specified  in  this  act  said  permit  shall  be  issued  in  the  public 
interest;  provided,  however,  that  any  carrier  receiving  this  permit  must  have  public  liability 
and  property  damage  insurance  for  the  protection  of  the  traveling  public  as  a  whole.   No 
permit  shall  be  issued  for  a  period  of  more  than  nine  (9)  months. 

The  applicant  for  any  special  permit  shall  specifically  describe  the  powered  vehicle 
or  towing  vehicle  and  generally  describe  the  type  of  vehicle  or  load  to  be  operated  or  moved 
and  the  particular  state  highways  over  which  the  vehicle  or  load  is  to  be  moved  and  whether 
such  permit  is  required  for  a  single  trip  or  for  continuous  operation.  All  fees  collected 
under  this  act  shall  be  forwarded  to  the  state  treasurer  for  deposit  in  the  state  highway 
general  fund . 

(a)   Special  Permits  -■  Discretion  of  Issuer  -  Conditions.   The  state  highway  commission 
or  local  authority  is  authorized  to  issue  or  withhold  such  special  permit  at  its  discretion, 
or 5  if  such  permit  is  issued,  to  limit  the  number  of  trips,  or  to  establish  seasonal  or  other 
time  limitations  within  which  the  vehicle  described  may  be  operated  on  the  public  highways 
indicated,  or  otherwise  to  limit  or  prescribe  conditions  of  operation  of  such  vehicle  or 
(^  vehicles  when  necessary  to  assure  against  damage  to  the  road  foundation,  surfaces  or  struc- 
tures or  safety  of  traffic  and  may  require  such  undertaking  or  other  security  as  may  be 
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deemed  necessary  to  compensate  for  injury  to  any  roadway  or  road  structure, 

(b)  Special  Permits  -  Fees.   The  following  f ees ,  in  addition  to  the  regular  license 
'^  and  gross  vehicle  weight  fees^  shall  be  paid  for  all  movements  under  special  permits  on  the 

public  highways  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  state  highway  commission: 

Three  dollars  ($3,00)  for  each  permit  issued  in  excess  of  the  size  and  weight  specified 
in  this  act;  provided,  however,  that  term  or  blanket  permits  shall  not  be  issued  for  over- 
width  loads  in  excess  of  fifteen  (15)  feet,  overlength  loads  in  excess  of  seventy  (70)  feet, 
and  overheight  loads  in  excess  of  a  limit  determined  by  the  state  highway  commission.  Loads 
in  excess  of  these  dimensions  will  be  limited  to  trip  permits o 

In  addition  to  the  three  dollar  ($3.00)  fee  specified  herein  for  overweight  permits, 
there  shall  be  charged  for  single  trip  permits :   five  dollars  ($5,00)  for  distances  to  and 
including  one  hundred  (100)  miles;  fifteen  dollars  ($15,00)  for  distances  from  one  hundred 
one  (101)  to  one  hundred  ninety-nine  (199)  miles;  and  twenty-five  dollars  ($25,00)  for  dist- 
ances over  two  hundred  (200)  miles  traveled,  for  such  excess  load  over  the  gross  allowable 
£       load  specified  in  this  section  or  the  sum  of  the  excess  axle  loads,  whichever  is  greater, 

(c)  Special  Permits  -  Misrepresentations  and  Violations  -  Penalty  -  Display  of  Permit, 
Any  person  who  knowingly  and  willfully  misrepresents  the  size  or  weight  of  any  load  in 
obtaining  a  special  permit  or  does  not  follow  the  requirements  and  conditions  of  the  special 
permit  or  who  operates  any  vehicles,  the  gross  weight  of  which  is  in  excess  of  the  maximum 
for  which  such  vehicle  may  be  eligible  for  license,  without  first  obtaining  a  special  permit,, 
is  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor. 

Every  special  permit  issued  hereunder  shall  be  carried  in  the  vehicle  or  combination  of 
vehicles  to  which  it  refers  and  shall  be  open  to  inspection  by  any  peace  officer,  officer  of 
the  Montana  highway  patrol,  or  employees  of  the  state  highway  commission. 

A  peace  officer,  officer  of  the  Montana  highway  patrol.,  or  employees  of  the  state  high- 
way commission  who  shall  find  any  person  operating  a  vehicle  in  violation  of  the  conditions 
of  a  special  permit  issued  hereunder  may  confiscate  such  permit  and  forward  the  same  to  the 
L,   state  highway  commission  which  may  return  it  to  the  permittee  or  revoke,  cancel,  or  suspend 
it  without  refund.   The  state  highway  commission  shall  keep  a  record  of  all  action  taken 
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upon  permits  so  confiscated  and  if  a  permit  shall  be  returned  to  the  permittee,  the  action 
taken  by  the  commission  shall  be  endorsed  thereon o  Any  permittee  whose  permit  is  suspen- 
ded or  revoked  may,  upon  request.,  receive  a  hearing  before  the  commission  or  person  des- 
ignated by  the  commission.   The  commission,  after  such  hearings  may  reinstate  any  permit 
or  revise  its  previous  action,, 

32-1128 o   (1751.7)   When  state  or  local  road  authorities  may  restrict  right  to 
use  highways .   State  or  local  road  authorities  may  by  ordlanance  or  resolution  prohibit 
the  operation  of  vehicles  upon  any  public  highway  under  their  respective  jurisdictions 
or  impose  restrictions  as  to  the  weight  of  vehicle  when  operated  upon  any  public  highway 
under  the  jurisdiction  of  and  for  the  maintenance  of  which  such  authorities  are  respon- 
sible, whenever  any  said  highway  by  reason  of  deterioration,  rain,  snow  or  other  cli- 
matic conditions  will  be  seriously  damaged  or  destroyed  unless  the  use  of  vehicles 
thereon  are  prohibited  or  the  permissible  weights  thereof  reduced.   Such  authorities 
enacting  any  such  ordinance  or  resolution  shall  erect  or  cause  to  be  erected  signs 
designating  the  provisions  of  the  ordinance  or  resolution  at  each  end  of  that  portion 
of  any  highway  affected  thereby 5  and  the  ordinance  or  resolution  shall  not  be  effective 
until  or  unless  such  signs  are  erected.   Such  authorities  may  also^  by  ordinance  or 
resolutions  prohibit  the  operation  of  trucks  or  other  comniercial  vehicles,,  or  impose 
limitations  as  to  the  weight  thereof  on  designated  highways  5  which  prohibitions  and 
limitations  shall  be  designated  by  appropriate  signs  placed  on  such  highvrays , 

32-1130.   (1751.9)   Penalties  for  misdemeanor.   (a)   It  shall  be  unlawful  and  con- 
stitute a  misdemeanor  for  any  person.,  firm  or  corporation  to  violate  any  of  the  provi- 
sions of  this  act  unless  such  violation  is  by  this  act  or  other  law  of  this  state  declared 
to  be  a  felony. 

(b)  Any  person,  firm  or  corporation  first  convicted  of  a  misdemeanor  for  a  vio- 
lation of  any  of  the  provisions  of  this  act  for  which  another  penalty  is  not  provided 
l|^.-    shall  for  a  conviction  thereof  be  punished  by  a  fine  of  not  less  than  ten  dollars  ($10,00) 
nor  more  than  fifty  dollars  ($50.00)3  or  by  imprisonment  in  the  county  or  municipal  jail 
for  not  less  than  five  (5)  days  nor  more  than  twenty-five  (25)  days;  for  a  second  such 
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conviction  within  one  (1)  year  thereafter  such  person.,  firm  or  corporation  shall  be 
punished  by  a  fine  of  not  less  than  fifty  dollars  ($50=00).,  nor  more  than  two  hundred 
dollars  ($200.00)  or  by  imprisonment  in  the  county  or  municipal  jail  for  not  less  than 
twenty-five  (25)  days  nor  more  than  one  hundred  (100)  days,  or  by  both  such  fine  and 
imprisonment;  upon  a  third  or  subsequent  conviction  within  one  (1)  year  after  the  first 
conviction  such  person,  firm  or  corporation  shall  be  punished  by  a  fine  of  not  less  than 
two  hundred  dollars  ($200.00),  nor  more  than  five  hundred  dollars  ($500.00)3  or  by 
imprisonment  in  the  county  or  municipal  jail  for  not  less  than  one  hundred  (100)  days 
nor  more  than  six  (6)  months,,  or  by  both  such  fine  and  imprisonment. 

32-1131.   (1752)   Disposition  of  fines.  Any  and  all  fines  collected  for  the  vio- 
lation of  any  of  the  provisions  of  this  act  shall  belong  to  the  general  road  fund  of 
the  county,  and  shall,  immediately  after  their  collection^  be  paid  over  by  the  court 
or  magistrate  collecting  the  same  to  the  county  treasurer  for  the  use  and  benefit  of 
that  fund 5  except  the  penalty  assessments  levied  and  paid  as  provided  for  in  section 
^  / 75- 5 3 0,47  of  this  act,  which  the  county  treasurer  shall  transmit  to  the  state  treas- 
urer of  Montana  and  by  him  credited  to  the  automobile  driver  education  account  in  the 
earmarked  revenue  fund. 
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